The generic designation Capnocytophaga was recently assigned to a group of gram-negative fusiform, gliding, facultatively anaerobic, capnophilic, and dysgonically fermenting bacilli which are part of the normal human oral flora (12) . In 1979, Newman et al. (9) 10 days.
In January 1981, the fever reappeared and, simultaneously, dental care was undertaken, but without any antimicrobial prophylaxis. On admission to the hospital, the patient was asthenic and febrile (38°C), his blood pressure was 130/60 mm Hg, and he had a pulse rate of 92/min. There were no peripheral stigmata of endocarditis. There was a diastolic murmur in the aortic area and along the left sternal border, associated with a slight holosystolic murmur. The heart sounds were normal, and there was no sign of congestive heart failure. The patient had an unproductive cough. (Fig. 1) (13) , our strain was resistant to erythromycin and rifampin.
On the basis of these observations, the gentamicin was discontinued and replaced by 1 g of metronidazole orally twice a day. Two days after this therapeutic regimen (ampicillin plus metronidazole) was started, the patient was afebrile. The same treatment was maintained for 4 weeks. The patient was discharged in good condition; the control echocardiogram remained unchanged, and the circulating im-
